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Message Text 


. HEREWITH FULL TEXT OF NEW YORK TIMES BY-LINER BY 
PAUL HOFMANN, TUESDAY, JULY 18, HEADED "U.S. ENVOY TO 
SWISS DRUMS UP SALES AND RAISES HAC KL ES." 


2. BERN-IN A MIMEOGRAPHED NEWSLETTER "TO MY PEN PALS" 
AT HOME AND ABROAD, MARVIN L. WARNER, UNITED STATES 
AMBASSADOR TO SWITZERLAND AND A NEWCOMER TO INTERNA 
TIONAL DIPLOMACY, DECLARED RECENTLY, "WE ARE NOT THE 
LARGEST EMBASSY IN THE WORLD AND WE ARE NOT THE SMAL- 
LEST; WE JUST WANT TO BE THE BEST." 

3. THE AMBASSADOR, A 59-YEAR-OLD ALABAMAN WHO MADE 
A FORTUNE IN CINCINNATI REAL ESTATE AND OTHER BUSI- 
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NESS VENTURES AND HAS SERVED AS A SUCCESSFUL FUND- 
RAISER FOR THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, SAYS HIS MAIN TASK 
IS TO DRUM UP NEW BUSINESS FOR THE UNITED STATES IN 
THIS SMALL BUT RICH COUNTRY. HIS BACKSLAPPING, HARD- 
SELL EFFORTS AND HIS OCCASIONAL DEPARTURES FROM DECOR- 
UM ARE RECEIVING MIXED NOTICES. 
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4. "HE ;AS BROUGHT A WHIFF OF FRESH AIR TO A STAID CITY 

THAT BADLY NEEDS IT," SAID THE AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR, HANS 
THALBERG, AFTER A BUFFET DANCE AT MR. WARNER S RESIDENCE 
WHERE HOT DOGS FLOWN FROM NEW YORK AND POPCORN WERE 
SERVED. "OF COURSE THERE WILL ALWAYS BE SOME STUFFED 
SHIRTS WHO DON'T LIKE THAT SORT OF THING." 

5. "THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN SWITZERLAND IS MORE SOPH- 
ISTICATED THAN THE BUSTLING AMBASSADOR." SAID A SWISS 
WHO IS PROMINENTLY ENGAGED IN COMMERCE WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. "MR. WARNER IS A SLIGHT EMBARRASSMENT-BUT 
DON'T NAME ME. WE HAVE TO WORK WITH HIM." 

6. AT A RECENT LONDON MEETING OF THE AMERICAN AMBASSA- 
DORS IN EUROPE AND CANADA THERE WAS STONY SILENCE, AC- 
CORDING TO PARTICIPANTS. WHEN MR. WARNER URGED HIS COL- 
LEAGUES TO FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE IN PROMOTING TRADE AND 
TO CUT EMBASSY EXPENSES AND STAFF. CAREER DIPLOMATS 
WITH LONG EXPERIENCE ABROAD DO NOT LIKE TO BE TOLD BY 
AN OUTSIDER HOW TO CONDUCT FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

7. WASHINGTON SOURCES SAY THAT MR. WARNER'S FREQUENT 
AND LONG CABLEGRAMS TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT CAUSE SOME 
BAFFLEMENT AMONG OFFICIALS THERE. IN A TYPICAL REPORT. 

IT SEEMS, HE DETAILED THE VIEWS OF HIS LUNCHEON GUESTS 
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REGARDING PROBLEMS OF GLOBAL STRATEGY. 

8. THEN THERE IS THE AFFAIR OF MR. WARNER'S WALKOUT 
FROM A DIPLOMATIC DINNER WHEN A VISITING WHITE HOUSE 
SECRETARY WHOM HE WAS ESCORTING WAS NOT SEATED. THE 
INCIDENT OCCURRED IN NOVEMBER, A FEW WEEKS AFTER MR. 
WARNER BEGAN HIS MISSION HERE, AND IT IS STILL BEING 
EMBROIDERED UPON ON THE DIPLOMATIC CIRCUIT. THE 
SWISS PRESS, WITH TYPICAL DISCRETION, HAS NEVER 
PRINTED A LINE ABOUT IT. 

9. THE SCENE WAS A HALL IN THE SUMPTUOUS BELLEVIEW 
HOTEL, WHERE THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS OFFERS A FORMAL AN- 
NUAL BANQUET TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SWISS CONFEDER- 
ATION. THE ENVOY OF THE POPE, THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIO, 

ACTS AS THE OFFICIAL HOST IN HIS CAPACITY AND DEAN 

OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS. MR. WARNER, WHO IS DIVORCED, 
APPEARED WITH SUSAN CLOUGH, A SECRETARY OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER, AND ASKED THAT SHE BE ASSIGNED A SEAT. WHEN 
HIS REQUEST WAS REFUSED, HE AND HIS GUEST LEFT. 

10. "EVEN IF THE AMBASSADOR HAD COME WITH MRS. CARTER, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WE COULDN'T HAVE ACCOMMODATED HER," SAID THE CHIEF OF 

PROTOCOL OF THE SWISS GOVERNMENT, PAUL GOTTRET, WITH 
A CHUCKLE WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE INCIDENT. "THE RULE IS 
THAT ONLY WIVES OF MISSION CHIEFS MAY ATTEND. MR. WAR- 
NER ISN'T A CAREER DIPLOMAT. HE MADE A SMALL MISTAKE, 

WHO DOESN'T?" 

1 1 . MR. GOTTRET EMPHASIZED THAT THE INCIDENT HAD BEEN 
STRAIGHTENED OUT. THE MORNING AFTER, THE SWISS GOVERN- 
MENT CABLED A FULL REPORT TO ITS AMBASSADOR IN WASHING- 
TON SO HE COULD GIVE AN EXPLANATION IF ASKED. 

12. MR. WARNER, WEARING A CORDUROY SUIT THAT MATCHED 
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HIS BLUE EYES, WAS ASKED IN AN INTERVIEW ABOUT THE WALK- 
OUT. HE SEEMED PAINED THAT THE AFFAIR HAD BEEN BROUGHT 
UP AND DECLINED TO COMMENT. 

13. HE WAS MORE FORTHCOMING ABOUT WHAT SEEMS TO BE AN 
ALMOST SINGLE-HANDED CAMPAIGN TO "BOOST" AMERICA IN 
SWITZERLAND AND TO INCREASE THE FLOW OF INVESTMENT MONEY 
AND AFFLUENT TOURISTS FROM SWITZERLAND TO THE UNITED 
STATES. 

14. HE LEAFED THROUGH A SHEAF OF LETTERS FROM STATE 
GOVERNORS PRAISING HIM FOR ORGANIZING A GET-TOGETHER 
OF THEIR DEVELOPMENT REPRESENTATIVES AND SWISS BUSINESS 
LEADERS. OTHER TESTIMONIALS WERE FROM AMERICAN CONCERNS 
WELCOMING HIS ATTEMPTS TO HELP THEM FIND NEW MARKETS. 

15. EVERY NOW AND THEN MR. WARNER SPOKE INTO AN INTER- 
COM TO ORDER MORE MATERIAL FROM HIS AIDES. THE INTER 
COM, LINKING HIM WITH MOST OF THE NEARLY 100 EMBASSY 
EMPLOYEES, IS ONE OF HIS INNOVATIONS. ANOTHER CAN BE 
SEEN AT THE ZURICH AIRPORT. AFTER SOME ARM-TWISTING 
BY MR. WARNER, THE SWISS AUTHORITIES HAVE PERMITTED A 
SIGN IN THE RECEPTION AREA THAT SAYS: "WELCOME AMERI- 
CANS-FOR AMERICAN EMBASSY SERVICE, CALL" AND A NUMBER. 
THE AMBASSADOR, IN HIS NEWSLETTER TO RELATIVES AND 
FRIENDS, SAID, "WE ARE THE ONLY EMBASSY IN THE WORLD 
THAT ADVERTISES." 

16. IN THE INTERVIEW, HE SAID THAT BEFORE BEING GIVEN 
THE BERN POST, HE DISCUSSED WITH BERT LANCE, THEN 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF MANAGE- 
MENT AND BUDGET, WHAT HE HAD WANTED IN THE FIRST PLACE-- 
PERHAPS THE UNITED NATIONS OR LONDON. HE WAS ONE OF THE 
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NONCAREER NOMINEES FOR AMBASSADORSHIPS WHOM THE AMERICAN 

FOREIGN SERVICE ASSOCIATION, THE UNION OF PROFESSIONAL 
DIPLOMATS, CRITICIZED AS POORLY QUALIFIED. HIS SELEC- 
TION FOR BERN WAS SUPPORTED BY SENATOR JOHN J. SPARKMAN, 
DEMOCRAT OF ALABAMA, WHO HAS KNOWN HIM FOR YEARS; THE 
SENATORS FROM OHIO, HOWARD M. METZENBAUM AND JOHN H. 

GLENN, JR., BOTH DEMOCRATS, ALSO BACKED THE NOMINATION. 

17. ;R. WARNER WAS ASKED IN THE INTERVIEW WHAT HE 
THOUGHT OF THOSE WHO CONTENDED THAT HIS CONVENTION- 
TYLE PROMOTION MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IN SOME COUNTRIES 
BUT SEEMED UNSUITABLE IN SWITZERLAND. THE ENVOY, WHO 
EARNS $47,500 A YEAR, REPLIED THAT A MISSION CHIEF 
COSTS THE TAXPAYERS SEVERAL HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF 
DOLLARS IN SALARY, ALLOWANCES, RESIDENCE COSTS, SECURITY 
MEASURES AND OTHER PERQUISITES AND OUGHT TO EARN HIS UP- 
KEEP BY GOING ALL OUT FOR AMERICAN BUSINESS. "I DON’T 
CARE ABOUT NUANCES," HE ADDED. CHRISTOPHER 
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